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Born in Brooklyn, Raised in Yesha,Served in the IDF and Embarking onShlichus, Danny Cohen and his wifeBatsheva Represent a GenerationDetermined to Hasten the Geula.
Ten years ago, Tishrei 5751,Danny Cohen attended his firstfarbrengen at 770 with the Rebbe.“Everyone could tell I was anewcomer,” he recalls. “It had itsadvantages… I was pushed straight tothe front....and once you are thatclose to the Rebbe, there is no goingback.”
When Brooklyn-born DannyCohen was six years old, his parentstook him to settle in Eretz Yisroel.Devoted to Torah and dedicated tothe point of mesiras nefesh for EretzHaKodesh, the family settled inPsagot, a settlement neighboring theArab-populated city of Ramallah. 
“It was fascinating to grow upnear the places that we were learningabout in the Torah. It brought ourlearning to life,” says Danny. “Wecould feel our connection to theseplaces in our soul. It gave us theconviction to guard and protect whatis ours.”
But along with the educationalbenefits, the fragility of the politicalsituation was always at hand. “All theJews in Psagot traveled to school inBeit El. We had to drive throughRamallah, and it was a regularoccurrence to be pelted with rocksand bottles. You could feel theirhatred for us, physical hatred andpsychological hatred. In those daysthe government was more supportive,

and if things got out of control…itwas possible to put them back undercontrol.
“Now things are different. Theother night I called my house inPsagot and there was no answer. Later

my family called to say that they wereunable to get to the phone becausethe entire neighborhood had beeninstructed to lay on the floor to besheltered from gunfire.”
Before his own army service,Danny had close association withJewish personalities, such as ShlomoCarlebach and Meir Kahane. He knewBoruch Goldstein personally. Dannyrespected Kahane for his persistenceand consistency, and how he wouldopen a seifer and learn if there wasever a spare moment. He knewBoruch Goldstein to be gentle andcalm with never a word of lashon

ha’ra. From his solid foundation of areligious upbringing and beneficialcontact with exceptional people,Danny eventually built on thisfoundation, perceiving andunderstanding the value of the derechof Chabad.
When Danny entered the militaryhe wanted to do more than theminimum, he wanted his service tomake a difference. Against regulararmy qualifications, he pushed hisway into a combat unit, Givati, andeventually became sergeant for aHesder unit. “One year on ShabbosParshas Chayei Sara my unit wascalled to Chevron to protect thecrowds of Jews that visit Me’arasHaMachpela. I was told to go homefor Shabbos, because they knew thatas well as protecting the Jews theywould also be some haranguing theJews. As it turned out, I went toChevron for Shabbos and ended upbeing chased by the soldiers in myown company.”
“Once I became closer toChabad,” Danny relates, “ I realizedthe importance of doing mivtzaimwith everyone. If only I had thatrealization when I was in the army.Many times I was with soldiers whowere not religious. I knew to be amentch and set a good example…butI did not realize that I should beputting t’fillin on them!”
Danny drew many lessons for lifefrom his army experience. This pastShushan Purim he shared theselessons with the children of TzivosHashem in Brooklyn. 

SETTLER, SOLDIER, SHLIACH,SHLEIMUS HA’ARETZ ACTIVIST
BY ALIZA KARP
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OOnnee ttiimmee,,  tthhee ooffffiicceerrccaa lllleedd eevveerryyoonnee ttooaatttteennttiioonn aatt aa  ggiivveennttiimmee,,  aanndd CCoohheenn wwaassjjuusstt ffiifftteeeenn sseeccoonnddssllaattee..  TThhee ooffffiicceerr ttoollddhhiimm,,  ““yyoouu oowwee mmeetthhoossee ffiifftteeeenn sseeccoonnddss,,CCoohheenn.. .. ..””



In 5741, thevery first yearthat the RebbeMH”M initiatedTzivos Hashem,he called forchildren’s ralliesto be held onShushan Purim,which fell out,as it did this year, on Sunday. TheRebbe expressed his will to havechildren around the world celebratethis day in unison with the childrenof Yerushalayim. This year, TzivosHashem again heeded the Rebbe’s callto strengthen worldwide connectionto Yerushalayim by holding massrallies for children on ShushanPurim.
At both the rally for girls and therally for boys combined, more thanone thousand children sat at the edgeof their chairs, eyes filled withwonder, as they eagerly learned aboutarmy strategies from Israel DefenseForce Sergeant Danny Cohen, as herecounted stories from his real-lifearmy service and told them how theycould take his experiences and applythem to their missions as soldiers inTzivos Hashem.

PPUUNNCCTTUUAALLIITTYY
Cohen told the children how helearned the important lesson of beingon time. While in officer’s training, allthe soldiers set their watches tomatch that of the commandingofficer, so that when the officer toldthem to be somewhere at a certaintime, they would be there promptly,without a second to loose. One time,the officer called everyone toattention at a given time, and Cohenwas just fifteen seconds late. Theofficer told him, “you owe me thosefifteen seconds, Cohen.”
That night,Cohen waswoken up fromhis sleep and

told to be outside in full gear in twominutes. He couldn’t help but noticethat he was the only one summoned,but had no time to wonder why.Outside he met the officer to whomhe owed the fifteen seconds. He wastold to run to a certain spot, in fullgear, and be back in ninety seconds,if he was back a second or moreearlier, that would be the amount ofseconds he was repaying the officer.He had to repeat running back andforth until he had repaid all thefifteen seconds. He started to run.
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Some times he gained a second ortwo, sometimes not, but in themiddle of the night he paid back allfifteen seconds. 
Cohen was never late again for therest of his army duty. He learned animportant lesson that he shared withthe Tzivos Hashem that rallies onShushan Purim. He learned that if itis so important to be on time for anofficer of flesh and blood, how muchmore important is it to be on time forthe Commander in Chief - Hashem.Every day Hashem waits for ourprayers. We should not keep himwaiting, not even fifteen seconds!

PPEERRSSEEVVEERRAANNCCEEAANNDD  EEMMUUNNAA
Cohen learned another valuablelesson from the above episode. “It isamazing how capable we really are,”he told the children. He never wouldhave believed that in the middle ofthe night he could have run so fastfor so long. But he trusted hiscommander and he just kept tryinguntil he was able to do what he wastold. It wasn’t easy, Cohen assuredhis audience of that, but he did it!
A soldier in Tzivos Hashem has toknow that Hashem does not giveobstacles that cannot be overcome.With Hashem’s help, every soldiercan conquer the yetzer ha’ra, evenwhen it seems like it is impossible.

VVIIGG IILLAANNCCEE
In the army, the nighttime guardsuse equipment that allows them tosee in the dark. In the daytime,obviously, these special glasses arenot needed. At dawn, just as the sunis rising, it is not yet clear enough tosee the enemy by daylight, but it istoo light to use the night visionequipment. It is the perfect time forthe enemy to attack - and they knowit… and they will do it. So everymorning at dawn, the soldiers get upand surround their base, just in case

of an attack. Soldiers work hard allday and are not given many hours tosleep. Interrupting just four hourssleep to stand guard for half an houris a real challenge, but the soldiers doit!
As Sergeant Cohen told this storyto his eager audience, he taught themthat a soldier in Tzivos Hashemalways has to be alert. The yetzerha’ra can come at any time. He knowswhat is hard for you. Maybe you havetrouble doing what is right when allyour peers are doing otherwise,maybe you have a weakness for a

particular prohibition or maybe youfeel lazy or moody from time to time- that is when you have to beprepared and guard yourself. Youhave to know that these are yourweak times and work hard to beat theyetzer ha’ra when he is most likely toattack.

One morning, Sergeant Cohenand his troops had just gone back totheir bunks after sunrise, then theenemy attacked. The soldiers werereally caught off guard, but theyquickly re-grouped and successfullydefended their camp.
OO BBEEDD IIEENNCCEE

Part of Cohen’s training was tomemorize certain terrain. To knowthe valleys, the hills, the boulders,the bushes, the trails, everythingabout the areas so that he could findhis way without a map, even in thedark. One time he had to travelthrough an area that he had studiedvery well and was sure that he knewperfectly. At one point he had todecide which way to turn. From hisrecollection he was sure he shouldturn left, but decided to check hiscompass anyway. According to thecompass, he should turn right. Hewas confused, but then decided thatthe compass must be wrong and heturned left. As it turned out, he hadto walk three extra hours to rectifyhis mistake.
Cohen’s message to the children:Sometimes the yetzer ha’ra tells usthat we know our own situationbetter than the Rebbe, but we have toremember that “the Rebbe MH”M isour compass and the way the Rebbeshows us, is the only way to go!”
Many of the State of Israel’spolitical leaders have met personallywith the Rebbe and have receivedguidance on which way to turn. Yeteven as the Rebbe’s predictions ofwhat would happen if they went theother way are proven to be true witheach passing day, they continue to goin the wrong direction. 
Following his army service,Danny  married Batsheva Moses.Batsheva grew up in the town ofKatzrin in the Golan. His parentsmoved there shortly before the YomKippur war, when Batsheva was a
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newborn infant. Despite thehardships of warfare and uncertainty,her family stayed on and becameleaders in the struggle to keep theGolan when others were talking ofgiving in, giving up, and giving itaway.
Growing up in the Golanpresented it’s own sacrifices, thoseassociated with being in a small townfar from major cities. “Once in awhile there would be a terrorist, butit was not a common occurrence,”she says. However, while she wasengaged to Danny and was drivingnear Ramallah one time, her carbecame the target of a barrage ofstones being thrown by a group ofArab students. “I became scared anddisoriented. I started to cry. I beganto drive in a zig zag, I do not knowhow I missed the cars around me.Somehow I was able to reach anearby group of soldiers. It wasdevastating for me to see theirnonchalant reaction. They simply didnot care.”
As newlyweds, Danny andBatsheva lived for two years in KiryatArba and began working with BaruchMarzel to promote and protect theJewish community living in Chevron.Danny toured the country withMarzel, meeting with roshei yeshivos

and rebbes to encourage visits toChevron. The constant flow ofvisitors to Chevron was a way toensure that the roads would remainsafe and that the importance of ourholy cities be reinforced to Jewseverywhere. 
“I would like to give a yasherko’ach to Rabbi Groner, the Rebbe’ssecretary” says Danny. “Every time hecomes to Eretz Yisroel he stops inChevron to farbreng. Even if his trip isonly for a few days, he always finds afew hours for Chevron. His visits givethe people there lot of chizuk.”
The Cohens have now moved toCrown Heights where Danny islearning in 770, and Batsheva runsthe Hebrew program for the childrenin a school in Flatbush.
Even now living in Crown Heightsand learning in 770, Danny is behindmany major events connected withshleimus ha’Aretz and Chevron.Recently in Crown Heights, Dannyand Batsheva organized a meeting sothat women in Crown Heights couldmeet Elisheva Federman, mother ofsix youngsters who has lived in thehouse of Menucha Rochel in Chevronfor many years. 
On Sunday morning, Erev RoshChodesh Iyar, close to fifty women

crowded intothe home ofDovid andM i r i a mSchmukler onM o n t g o m e r yStreet to learnmore about thec u r r e n tsituation in Chevron. Two videoswere shown and a moving talk wasgiven by Elisheva Federman.
One of the videos opened with thefrightening sounds of gunfire, thenightly scenario that Chevronresidents live with these days. Sceneswere shown of Arabs throwingbaseball size stones, and using slingsfor larger stones, as the soldiers stoodby. But then there were scenes ofsoldiers shlepping Jewish girls awayfrom their protest sights, despite theIsraeli law that male soldiers andpolice officers are not allowed totouch women. 
Before Federman spoke, tissueswere distributed to the audience.Rightfully so, as there was not a dryeye in the room as she told thewomen about how she witnessed themurder of 10-month-old ShalhevetPass, and stayed with the 19-year-oldmother as the conclusive news of herbaby’s death was brought to her. “Weheard the shots and saw the father fallto the ground,” reported Federman,“so we thought that he was the onlyvictim. We were happy to see that hewas alive, but then the mother pickedup her baby and started to scream. Istayed with the mother as otherstended to the child. It was two hourslater when the baby’s grandmotherherself came in to tell her daughterthat Shalhevet’s tasks in this worldhad been completed.”
Federman also told of the death ofRina Didovsky, her daughter’s teacherfor the past two years. “My daughterwas understandably very upset. I toldher that Hashem gives life andHashem decides when our work here
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is done. She understands that it canalso happen to her, but she is notafraid. We all believe that the Avos areprotecting us.”
Batsheva Cohen was pleased withthe response to the meeting, “Thisgathering, together with other similargatherings in different cities, hashelped to raise the awareness of theRebbe’s message of shleimus ha’Aretz.The Israeli government cannotabandon Chevron as long as peoplelike the Federman’s are living there -building families, building schools,and welcoming visitors. 
“Chevron seems to have a specialconnection to Jewish women,”Batsheva continues. “It was Mrs.Nachshon, Mrs. Levinger, and ahandful of other brave women whosettled in the abandoned BeitHadassah building, with the Rebbe’s

encouragement, to establish a Jewishpresence in Chevron. It was MenuchaRochel, daughter of the MittelerRebbe whose legacy is still vibrant inChevron.* Just as she would walkbetween the raindrops and not getwet, so may the residents of Chevrontoday, walk through the bulletswithout being shot.”
It took many years of explorationand experience, and now Danny andBatsheva have synthesized theirdynamic life experiences and theirclose contact with many Jewishleaders to emerge as Chassidim,committed to the Rebbe’s teachings ofshlichus and shleimus ha’Aretz. “I wasalways attracted to the element ofsimcha in Chabad. In high school Ihad a Chabad friend who wouldalways go to farbrengens. There wasalways another Chassidic holiday anda reason to celebrate. He even

celebrated ‘flat tire day,’ which turnedout to be the day that the Alter Rebbestopped the carriage so that he wouldnot travel on Shabbos... But evenbefore that, when I was five years oldmy father brought me to HakafosSheini at Kfar Chabad. In the midst ofthe music, dancing, and excitement, Iturned to my father and said, ‘When Igrow up, I am going to be a Chassid.’
“I will always love the simcha inthe Rebbe’s teachings, but I alsoappreciate the seriousness of ourtask. The Rebbe’s instructions areclear. We have to do all we can tobring Moshiach. We have to respondto the Rebbe’s instructions forshleimus ha’Aretz and for chinuch andfor all the mivtzaim and all the horaos- until we will greet the Rebbe face toface b’simcha shleima.”

*There is a well known story aboutthe Mitteler Rebbe’s daughter, MenuchaRochel. The Mitteler Rebbe wanted her tosettle in Chevron. When the day came forher to leave, the Tzemach Tzedek wasRebbe. He called her in and told her that

she should leave that very day. Shewanted to wait until the rain stopped,but the Tzemach Tzedek assured her thatshe could begin her journey and that shewould not get wet. From that day on,Menucha Rochel could go out in the rain

and not get wet. Once in Chevron, Menucha Rochelwas sought after for her brachos. Evengreat rabbanim would come to her beforeYom Kippur to receive a blessing fromher.
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